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Presidents report for the 2000 Harrier season.

The busy modern lifestyle makes commitment to a sports club difficult for many.  In results around New Zealand, competitive times are slipping, races are being removed from the calendar and registered members are reducing. In comparison the season here in Masterton was not as bad as other areas in NZ. 

There are a number of positives, which offer hope for the sport in Masterton, these include

· The Masterton Licensing Trust cross-country series continues to grow.

· We have a sound core of helpers.

· The marathon and half marathon’s future still looks assured.

· An increase in members during 2000.

· The imminent introduction of the new “Athletics Masterton” club.

During the year we saw the following occur;

Doug Aplin and Steve Hannam took over the organisation of the Masterton Licensing Trust cross-country series and built on Peter Teahans hard work.  New ideas, courses and formats ensured competitor numbers remained high in all grades. The success that Doug and Steve achieved flowed into the club, with numbers in most grades increased from previous years.

Pack runs from the club rooms helped utilise this facility more during the year. This is a valuable club asset and building for all members to share.  Perhaps upgrading and redecorating will make the building more socially inviting,  (Something for the new committee to ponder).

The marathon, half marathon and walks were again successfully held. However numbers were slightly down and can probably be attributed to New Zealand’s changing sporting attitudes and lifestyles, the weather and a medal event in New Plymouth on the same day.  This is the clubs only fund raising activity, its future success to Masterton running is extremely important.  There are now only 19 marathons left in New Zealand and on a personal note I’d like to see Mastertons remain as one of them. A small profit was made from the 2000 event, this money is used for the general running of the club and helps keep subscriptions to a lower level.

Club Duties.

There are a number of duties to be done for the running of the club, I’d like to thank all those who pitched in to help and I’d like to pay particular thanks to the following:

Club Committee: John Eccles, Peter Tearle, Sandra Macklin, Shelia Tearle, Tony Price, Doug Aplin.

Marathon Committee:  John Eccles, Peter Tearle, Ope Tuhora, Julie Shakespeare, Julie Rootes, Bill Willoughby.

Cross Country Series:  Doug Aplin, Steve Hannam.

Time Keepers and Starters: Colin McCracken, Len Frances, Shelia Tearle, Sandra Macklin, Lynn Aplin.

I know there were also others helping on a casual basis, the club could not exist without the help of many.  Thank you.

I would especially like to thank those who turned up and ran or walked. At the end of the day it is your participation which is important.

Centre Events.

The club did not attend centre events in force this year but good results were achieved by Michael Macklin and Tony Price (2nd Vets Road Championship, 3rd Vets Cross Country).

Perhaps this is area where we can look to improve.  Attendance at Centre events provides variation of courses to run on, different competitor challenges, improves individual performances and generally helps strengthen the centre event.

Obituary.

On a sad note was the passing of Brian Turnbull after a long illness.  Brian will forever be remembered as a Champion Masterton runner.

Club Future.

Throughout the year an umbrella group has been working hard to ensure the amalgamations of cycling, athletics and harriers. After years of mucking about, the new club, Athletics Masterton will shortly commence. Representatives of these clubs have combined well in order to provide a more united approach to sport.  The new club will need support in office bearers and members.  This new club is what members have been requesting for years, it is now up to us to ensure our sport continues for ourselves and future generations.

I would like to thank Sandra Macklin, who is retiring as Secretary.  Sandra has done her bit for the club and it is now up to others to take over from her (experience is not necessary).

Prior to the AGM consider your availablity in club roles, a one to two year stint is all that is required to ensure continued freshness to the club. Without freshness the club will soon grow tired and become unattractive to current and new members.

In closing I wish you all good luck with your running and walking and hope you continue to participate through 2001.

Graeme Butcher.

President, Masterton Harrier Club.
 

